HAIG                               99

Arras had made inroads on the available supplies
of munitions and material. As soon as these were
replaced, and the other necessary preparations
completed, he would assume the offensive.
Early in May he expounded his plan to his Army
Commanders.

The first blow, to synchronise in time, if possible,
with impending attacks by the Russians and
Italians on their respective fronts, was to be in
the early days of June, on the Messines Ridge,
where his preparations were already completed,
and was to be followed by the main British effort,
north-west of Ypres, which was to be pressed for-
ward with the ultimate objective of threatening
the vital German railway communications and
freeing the Channel ports. Even should the ulti-
mate objective not be reached, the wearing down
of the German resistance might well make possible
a decisive blow at some other portion of the long-
drawn line in the later months of the year.

Messrs, jth June, 1917

For the remainder of 1917 the fighting in
France and Belgium resolved itself into a pro-
longed duel between the British and Germans.
The Messines attack had been an integral part of
the Joffre-Haig plan which had been incon-
tinently stopped by the Calais Conference. Seek-
ing, as ever, some new feature to gain surprise,
Haig had pressed forward the construction of
deep-laid mines under the enemy's position,
More than four and a half miles of mine galleries